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FOREWORD

Dear Participants,

In its inaugural year (2007), the Regional Opinion Exchange (ROE) focused on
basic ALT-related issues, such as utilization in the classroom, class preparation,
and relationships with other teachers, including the Japanese Teacher of English
(JTE). Furthermore, the ROE surveyed opinions on transition to Japanese life,
and information availability/effectiveness. The results of this exchange were
forwarded to respective Boards of Education and ALTs and have, in principle,
been reflected in day-to-day interactions since.

Now in its second year, additionally the 2008 Regional Opinion Exchange has
been formatted to shed light on issues & activities that deal directly with
internationalization and cross-cultural communication in schools and local
communities across Gunma. As both internationalization and cross-cultural
communication are key components of the JET Programme, it is important that
participants have a chance to trade opinions and ideas with not only their peers,
but Boards of Education as well.

Gunma is a relatively large prefecture with small communities scattered
throughout which makes it somewhat difficult for ideas to flow freely from one
end to the other. This is why the Regional Opinion Exchange is necessary to act as
a medium to foster the sharing of ideas across geographical barriers. It is
encouraged that participants actively share stories of their contributions to
internationalization in their community, and offer sincere and constructive
opinions of others’ efforts.

Attached is a questionnaire that all participants are required to complete prior to
attending the session. Please fill in the appropriate blanks to the best of your
knowledge as this information will be used to assist planning for future activities,
workshops, seminars, etc. Also, please note that your name will be used only to
verify your participation in the survey; your answers will remain anonymous.

Yours truly,

International Affairs Division
Gunma Prefecture
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