Pre-Kanji Skirmish
· Hiragana and Katakana*
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Books:
· Your choice of textbooks or set of flash cards, such as those published by White Rabbit.      http://www.whiterabbitpress.com/
· Remember the Kana by James Heisig: Use stories to remember the shapes and sounds. 

· Kana Pict-o-Graphix: Mnemonics for Japanese Hiragana and Katakana by Michael Rowley: Carefully designed pictures to teach shape and sound.
Online sites for retention and recall:
Type romanji reading as randomized kana appear.  Allows user to select which kana to use.

· http://www.realkana.com/
Drag and drop kana into the syllable chart.
· http://www.csus.edu/indiv/s/sheaa/projects/genki/hiragana-timer.html
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· Textbooks

· Genki Series
· Japanese for Busy People (Kana Version)*

· Websites

Genki English - Easy Japanese words and phrases with songs and games to practice.


· http://www.genkienglish.net/genkijapan/menu.htm
Slime Forest - An RPG game to learn kana, vocab, and simple grammar.  (Free, but the more advanced version costs $.)

· http://lrnj.com/
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· General Kanji/Grammar Books

A Dictionary of Basic Japanese Grammar 
(books for Intermediate, Advanced levels also available)
*Romanji is the devil
Kanji: Where to Begin
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Books and methods:

· Kanji in Context (reference book, workbooks 1&2)
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Remember the Kanji by James Heisig: Use stories to remember the shapes and sounds.
· Kanji Pict-o-Graphix: Mnemonics for Japanese by Michael Rowley:  Carefully designed pictures to teach shape and sound.
Websites:
Kanji Damage - Inventive and entertaining method of leaning kanji.  It boasts: All words ranked by usefulness, break down of all kanji, kanji look-alike warnings, a tag system, 1,700 mnemomics included, interlinking between all dictionary entries, and nuances of synonyms explained (e.g. 硬い, 堅い, and 固い).
· www.kanjidamage.com

Speedanki – A simple and effective online flashcard system for kanji and vocab.  The flashcards can be viewed in kanji or hiragana form, and contain English translations and specially designed example sentences. Tracks your progress.  Special JLPT Kanji focus available.
· http://www.speedanki.com/
Shaped Repetition Programs:
( Programs that make remembering things easy. Because they are a lot more efficient than traditional study methods, you can decrease your time spent studying, and increase the amount you learn.
Anki - A spaced repetitions smart flash card program: website, desk top, and app.  Input the vocab you want to learn and practice those kana.  Allows people to cover large amounts of material in a systematic way over time.

· http://ankisrs.net/
Flashcard Exchange - A free web-based application for the creation, study, and sharing of flashcards. With more than 21 million flashcards generated by its users, Flashcard Exchange's electronic flashcard library is the biggest in the world. 
· http://www.flashcardexchange.com/
Intermediate to Advanced Japanese and Beyond
Internet Tools and References:

rikaichan for Firefox/rikaikun for Chrome - http://www.polarcloud.com/rikaichan/

~ A popup extension that displays kanji readings and meanings. 

Reading Tutor - http://language.tiu.ac.jp/

~ An online reading supporter. Copy & paste Japanese text into the dictionary tool to 

see word readings and meanings.

Language Partner and Letter Exchange - http://www.japan-guide.com/forum
      
 ~ Use forums to find exchange partners.  Very high demand for native English speakers.
Erin’s Challenge - https://www.erin.ne.jp/jp/
 ~ An online textbook and game that combines manga, video, games, and tests to teach   beginner to intermediate Japanese.
Kanji Box - (Get it on Facebook or iTunes)
       
~ Both an Apple and Facebook app.  Kanji reading, writing, and vocabulary with JLPT focus.

Lang 8 - http://lang-8.com/ 
~ Write journal entries in your target language and get it corrected by native speakers.  Help others by correcting your native language.  Support awesome free language learning.

Tae Kim's Guide - http://www.guidetojapanese.org/learn/grammar
~ This guide was created as a resource for those who want to learn Japanese grammar in a rational, intuitive way that makes sense in Japanese.  The explanations are focused on how to make sense of the grammar not from English but from a Japanese point of view.   
