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Omikuji
	Activity
	Time
	Notes

	Warm -Up
	~10 mins
	“Pass the Pen”

	Worksheet Questions
	~15 mins 
	Answering Questions

	Omikuji Writing
	~15 mins
	Creative Writing

	Omikuji GET
	~5 mins
	Everyone loves to GET


This is a fun lesson mainly focused on writing. I’ve tried this at mid-level to low-level schools and it worked great. Plus, all the JTEs really loved it. This lesson works best around the New Year, though it’s appropriate year round. 

Warm-Up: “Pass the Pen”
Description:  Because this is a writing heavy lesson, I did a warm-up where the students have to practice speaking. In Pass the Pen, bring a red pen and a blue pen to class. Then, play some music (you can hook up your iPod to some speakers). While the music is playing, the students have to pass the pens around. When you stop the music, they stop passing, and the student with the blue pen must ask a question in English to the student with the red pen.  You can continue this until the song ends. To make this game a little more challenging, try telling the students that they can’t ask YES/NO questions.

Worksheet: Answering Questions
Description: Pass out the worksheet. Explain that you will be doing an Omikuji (fortune telling slip) lesson with them and maybe talk a little about fortune telling in your home country. Have them answer the questions, and then go through the answers with them. For question 3, the answer should look like this:

大吉	中吉	小吉	吉	末吉	凶	　大凶
daikichi	chkichi       shōkichi                kichi                    suekichi                         kyō                       daikyō	
(Good luck)		  	                         (Bad luck)

Explain that there’s no way to express so many kinds of luck in English, and that we usually only say ‘Good Luck’ and ‘Bad Luck’ (…and I threw ‘Middle Luck’ in there just to round it out a little.)

Omikuji Writing
Description: Now, have the students write their own Omikuji. They have to write two, and they can choose Good Luck, Middle Luck, or Bad Luck.  When they’re finished, have them tear off their omikuji, fold them, and put them in a box. In the last 5 minutes of class, all the students can choose an omikuji out of the box. They LOVE this, and it finishes the class on a fun note!
